December 2000                          Summary of events 2001
02 - Started preparations for writing about 50 Christmas cards.

09 - New Sony Micro HiFi system with Cd, tapecassett and minidisc.

16 - Christmas dinner with collegues at Hotel Ocean in Horten.

20 - Trygve arrived from Philippines

24 - Christmas at home

27 - No vacation days between Christmas and New Year, I went to work every day, because the

       weather was also too bad for a flight. My brother and some friends with part time jobs ask

       me how I can stand working as hard as I do. I say no problem, but I lose a lot of fun. 

       Trygve is off work about half the year.

30 - A very hectic year with a lot of stress, I hope the next will be better.

31 - New Year with my girlfriend.

January 2001

01 - 3rd year in row with bad start. Leakage again from the ventilation main unit placed in the

       loft. Car broken, 1 Tv broken.

02 - New water heater installed in my old bathroom, in parallel with the old tank.

03 - All shares and funds sold to stop loss. Since I was fooled (the agent said it wasimpossible

       to lose money) in 1998 to start, I’ve lost about 30 000 dollars. 

09 - Flight to Oslo with brother, Trygve.

20 - The new  hot water tank gives water with temperature about 10(C less than the old, and

       complaint submitted to the producer.

22 - My company moved to new building closer to the city. Office landscap instead of personal

       offices. Most of us dissatisfied. New e-mail address: helge.tunheim@norcontrolit.com. 

       (Almost the same as before, only IT added and NO changed to COM.)

23 - Learned procedure about how to buy and sell shares on the Internet. Invested about 30 000

      dollars in the company Iterated Systems (ITR), working with conversion of pictures for

      Internet pages. My new theory about earning money on shares is to find shares that are

      increasing and insert a stop loss value and sell if it’s decreasing. This is only possible using

      the Internet method. It’s more than strange that banks don’t offer this service. In this way is

      should be impossible to lose money, as opposed to funds, where you have no control.

24 - Started writing instructions about what my family should do if I get sick or die. The

       information is preliminary and is only found on files on my Pc’s at home and work on the

      file c:\winword\vallov15.doc. In such case contact first of all my brother. Telephone in

       Norway: +47 333 27176 and +47 905 13983. Philippines: +632 825 9473.

25 - The car I was driving today (Nissan Cherry) stopped 6 miles away from home after work.

       Trygve had the other car, as he was attending a safety course in the same city. This week I

       didn’t bring the emergency bag with mobile telephone (and lots of other things) because

       my company had moved and I had very little space to place my things. So I asked a bus

       driver if I could borrow his telephone and called home to Trygve. He didn’t answer, so I

        figured he was coming later and pass theplace I was standing. The time was 4.45 pm. So I

        stood by the road for 1½ hours and frose a lot before another bus stopped long enough, so I

        could borrow his telephone. This time Trygve was home and said he would come soon.

      We towed the car to a friend who always service my cars. The towing was extremely

      difficult, because the window wipers didn’t work and I didn’t see anything. When I came

      home I put on a lot of heating, but didn’t feel comfortable until 9 o’clock, I was shaking due

      to low temperature inside. I thought I would catch a cold, but that didn’t happen.

26 - Sold my last funds after reduction from ca 6000 dollars to the half in less than a year.

28 - New fire hose in the 2nd floor was mounted with outlet innerst på trommel, and was not

       tight, water leaking.

30 - Big thought about how much trouble I have privately, and it’s no less in my work. I always

       have bad luck

February 2001

02 - Coldwater pipe to bathtub in the 2nd floor frozen. This has happened several times before, 

       because the plumber forgor isolation. In the summer this has to be fixed permanently.

21 - Visitors from Russia at our company, staying 1 week for Factory acceptance test.

March 2001

03 - Trygve left for ship in Houston.

05 - We can now read our e-mail at Norcontrol from any Pc in the world connected to Internet. I

       can read the mail from my Pc at home and from the Internet Pc’s that most hotels now

       have. The dedicated mailbox to my Pc at home is not needed.

09 - First e-mail from my friend Tanja in Archangel.

13 - Had planned a flight to the mountains, when I came to the airport there were suddenly low

       clouds all around, made only 1 landing circuit.

27 - Flight to the mountains (Ulefoss), a collegue should have followed, but cancelled in the

       last minute, as most people do.

April 2001

04 - Got an extreme cold, to the toilet every second minute from 7 in the morning till 11 in the

       evening, then a little bit better. The next day I could hold my nose for 10  minutes. It was

       my first cold this winter, everybody around has had a cold, and I thought it was strange that

       I didn' t get it.

17 - Flight to Tjome island outside Tonsberg with a friend from Korea (Lee).

23 - Left for service of Vessel Surveillance System in Kerch, and installation of new system in

       Mariupol, both in Ukraine.

May 2001

09 - National day in Ukraine, almost invisibl celebration, peopl just walking in the streets. Long

       walk with Svetlana, Alexander, Konstantin. People sitting in the long grass in the parks.

23 - Returned home

30- Flight for taking new pictures of the house, after the garage was built in 1999.

June 2001

02 - Visiting Bjørn in Oslo. The same evening attending celebration of the british guitar group

       The Shadows, who were very popular before The Beatles. They were also backing group

       for Cliff Richard. In USA there were the Ventures and Elvis/Jordanaires. But the Ventures

       drowned in echo, and Jordanaires jazz inspired, with a lot of horn and piano.

10 - Test flight for renewal of lisence.

15 - Summer party at our boss’ home in Moss.

22 - Flight with visitor from Arabic Emirates

25 - Trygve (50) arrived from sea.

24 - Paid flight with a couple going to be married in the afternoon 

29 - Flight with the next in command in our company (a lady) to Oslo.

July 2001

02 - Trygve’s wife (Annabel, 45) and daughter (Maribel, 19) arrived from Philippines.

07 - Start of summer vacation. Flight to Alborg in Denmark with a pilot fellow.

08 - Veteran car trip in the Tonsberg area.

09 - Built scaffold on the east wall of the house for painting at 9 meter height.

10 - Washed east wall, garage, area around the stairs to main door, veranda. Home computer

       (old Pc from my company without Cd unit given free) installed. Bought Cd Writer

       for copying of Cd’s.

16 - Fligt to Fredrikstad, pictures of the 1000 years old castle Fredriksten

11 - Rain, trip to town, bought stain. Taken down the 3 ventilation filters on  east wall.

12 - Rain again, Norcontrol for work, changing time for platform collision at Draugen.

13 - Rain, to town, searched all shops for Sony diskman with radio, bought demo.

14 - Made covers for the ventilation holes on the east wall. Painted upper area.

15 - Rain all day, read magazines, paid bills in my Internet bank, letter to appraiser.

16 - Mounted vent filters, painted the covers, painted middle area, and part of garage.

17 - Rain, preparing new work trousers, from 11 continued painting wall and garage.

18 - Painted 3rd layer on the upper east wall, continued on garage.

19 - Some rain, taken down the scaffold, started mounting on the west wall.

20 - Painted the lowest part of the east wall, continued mounting scaffold.

21 - Washed the west wall, washed and mounted decoration frames on the old outhouse.

22 - Read magazines, Internet work, put magazines in boxes for storage in garage loft.

23 - 1st and 2nd layer on the upper west wall, 1st layer middle north, new veranda rail.

24 - 2nd layer middl north, edge of flooring veranda 2nd floor, moved scaffold southwest.

25 - 1st layer southwest, 2nd layer new veranda floor (40 sq meter), 2nd layer southwest.

26 -  Bottom edge of veranda rail 2nd floor, 1st layer colums new veranda, 3rd new floor.

27 - Tiding inside, planned flight, installed lamps in hall and guest room. In evening, fligt over

       Oslo with my girlfriend Grethe and niece Maribell (daughter of my brother, 19 years old).

28 - Tiding inside, living room and guest room.

29 - Taken down the scaffold, put in the storage, more tiding inside.

30 - Continuing tiding inside, also in dining room.

31 - 3rd layer on the columns, 2nd layer inside of new veranda rail, table in guest room.

August 2001

01 - Short trip to town, read mail, changed Tv in the kitchen, more tiding in dining room. In the

       evening to the airpoprt to look at 26 veteran planes from Switzerland, that had stopped for

       the night.

02 - Mounted columns for 2nd floor in the garage, so it can take heavy load.

03 - Read magazines from the 2 last years. In the evening celebrated 54th birthday (which was

       actually yesterday) at my girlfriends house. She had made a very good pizza.

04 - Continued reading, cleaned gully in the old bathroom.

05 - Continued reading, mowed the lawn.

06 - Back to work after summer vacation.

13 - At 8 o’clock, left for Shetland to change map on vts5000 to fit with Gps coodinates from

       ships with transponders. At 12’oclock Annabel left for Philippines.

17 - Returned from Shetland at 1 am at night.

19 - Unsuccessful attempt to fly to west coast, up at 4 am, fog here, strong wind west.

21 - Flight to the west coast to visit family. In the morning I flew along the coast,  and back

       in the evening over the mountains. It was great.

26 - Left for installation in Lisbon. No time for air show today at local airport.

September 2001

02 - Sightseeing in Lisbon by bus. (Should have joined veteran car trip at home.) Earthquake

        1755, revolution 1961 - 1974. Expo 1998.

09 - Flight over Lisbon in small plane.

13 - Returned home

October 2001

10 - Flights over Tjome with customers from Egypt.

21 - March around the Tjome island (where I grew up) with childhood school mates. Visited the

       old school, looked in the windows. Very little had changed, since we left 40 years ago.

November 2001

08 - Day off, for working in the garden, romoved leaves, and other things.

13 - Day off, for putting up isolation over a waterpipeline over the stairs. This was forgotten by

       the plumber i 1990, and has been a problem all these years. The same plumber did new

       mistakes in 1999, and I’m still trying to take him to court.

20 - Received compensation from the other plumber who installed the hot water tank in

       January. I had to write several letters, even to their organization. It seems that most

       plumber have no pride in doing a good job.

26 - Left for continuation of installation in Lisbon.

December 2001

16 - Returned home

18 -.Received letter from Civil Court saying that my case against plumber will be held 4.1.02. A

       defence letter from the plumber with many wrong allegations made me very angry, and I

       had a bad nights sleep. A lot of preparations to be done.

22 -  Started writing New Years letters to family and friends

24 - Christmas holidays with a lot of work at home, worst ever. (preparations for civil court against

        plumber, writing New Year letters, reading piles of magazines).
30 - Thoughts about a very hectic year with a lot of stress, I hope the next will be better.

31 - New Year with my girlfriend.

In my Christmas letter last year I mentioned the upgrading of our Ship Traffic Surveillance System in LA. The new system has passed the factory acceptance test, and will be installed next summer. I’ve been engaged in a system to Arabic Emirates, so I’m not coming to LA. I had hoped I would, but it seems impossible.

The weather in Norway this year has been about normal, and so was last winter. But the summer and fall of 2000 had much more rain than normal.

I feel very sorry for what happened in New York. It was unbelievable. But now we have woke up and have the will to do something about terrorism. Before the will was not strong enough, I think. USA had already sent out arrest order for Bin Laden, but didn’t act determined to get him. It’s a tragedy that there always must be an accident first, before actions are taken against bad roads or terrorists. It’s strange that the instructors for the terrorist pilots didn’t report their strange wish to learn only horizontal flying. Being Muslims, this can only be used to kill people. But, as usual, it’s easy to be wise in the aftermath. I hope this will lead to a safer world, and that the terrorists never get atomic bombs. The best would be to crush them completely, if all good people cooperate. Muslims live at the stage we did 500 years ago, and only a few priests can read.

Norway has no protection of the oil platforms and after the collapse of Soviet, the military force has almost disappeared. The politicians are extremely stupid, they do nothing for the country, only secure their own re-election. In Norway about 50% receive some sort of social help from the Labor party (which is truly a communistic party), but the election in September gave the power to the conservatives. If not for the European Union the future would have looked bright, but the conservatives want us to join the union and pay a lot of money for the membership. In addition the farmers will disappear, because we cannot match the prices and animal suffer in the other countries. A new report concludes that the peoples opinion in most countries want to quit, but most countries outside want to join. This shows that the union is not for the benefit of people.

During the last year I’ve only done 4 trips, while 6 or more is normal. But I’m quite happy with this, and next year it might be only a couple of trips to the Arabic Emirates (Dubai). I haven’t been there before, and I don’t look much forward to it either.

I had hoped that our new ‘conservative’ government would bring some changes, but the ‘Folks Christian Party’, which got the prime minister is very disappointing. Each time they get the power they set new records in tax and dues. Worse than the labor/communist (democrat) party. So I agree with our parallel to Goldwater, that if the conservatives bring no changes, we might as well have a ‘stable’ communistic government. Norway is probably the most communistic county in the world, after North Korea. Not that you feel it so much, we have free press and travel, but they try to reduce peoples freedom as much as possible, and they take all the money people earn. Before, rules in Norway could only be compared with Albania. Now they try to take the points we earn for free flights, when we buy airplane tickets. I’m sure this could not happen in any other country. It’s unbelievable. This is no big deal, but it shows the mentality of our politicians. We might say, as the Russians, what have we done wrong to live with such bad politicians. The State is ordinary people’s biggest enemy, it should have been opposite. Not until they (the politicians) have taken all you have, and you depend on them, they become your friend and will give you the minimum money to survive in a poor flat. That is, if you’re not old, then they put you in a flat for 2, which only a few prisoners face. Now it’s nearly 50 % of the Norwegian population who get their main income from the State. But they have secured their own pension, which is 5 times more than other people In addition 9 of 10 people working in the State does nothing valuable. 

And Norway is a paradise to commit crime in. If they’re lucky they get prison in a 5 star hotel in Bergen. In Britain they may get 7 years for pocket thefts, in Norway 2 years for murder.

Norwegian politicians’ trick is to steal so much from healthy people that they almost decide to move to another country. It’s likewise regarding the European Union, the advantage of joining is so small that on 50 % think it make sense. And once they’re in, 70% think it doesn’t think it make sense to stay in. 

(According to Reader’s digest July 2001.) But then it’s too late, all politicians want to stay in and go to big meetings and dinners, and have blocked the way out. It’s like the communism’s golden age in Russia. In Norway the politicians also has a proposal to reduce the number of votes necessary to join, because here is only about 30% positive to the union. Norway has about 100 billion dollars in foreign shares, and the politicians don’t allow the money to be spent here, even when the roads are like in stone age countries, State buildings and churches almost fall down, there’s not enough hospitals, etc. But the problem with excess money is solved if we join the union, the membership fee for rich countries is so high that the money will disappear. So what was the oil age all about. In Alaska they give the oil money to the people. But Norwegian politicians want everybody to be poor, as people always have been in Norway. In other countries they grant a lot to new roads, I’ve seen this in Portugal and South Korea. And the supermarkets have a lot more choices. In Norway we have the Rimi (shop chain creator) idea that the shops shall only have a few choices, so the shop needs less workers, and the owner gain more. His genius was that he made politicians believe that he did this for the benefit of the customers. Tests have shown that the cheap shops are not at all cheap.

Singapore is spending 4 times as much as Norway on education, everybody has to go to school 1 day per week all their life. In Norway most people with high education and loan are not paid enough so that the can live beside paying back their debt. No county in the world pays less to people with high education than Norway. Everybody shall have the same income, which means that people with education loan have less to live for. Despite this, our former prime minister referred to a report telling that Norway is the best country in the world to live in. It’s unbelievable. But if have nothing, are a criminal, etc, then yes.

Julebrev 2001

Iår kommer også ‘julehilsen’ på amerikansk måte, men etter nyttår, for jeg var på reise til 15. Desember, og det er alltid så mye jeg må ordne etter en reise. Julekort på rekordtid i tillegg blir for mye. 

I det siste året har jeg bare vært på 4 reiser, mot normalt 6, eller mer. Det synes jeg er fint, og til neste år blir det kanskje ikke mer enn et par turer til Arabiske Emirater. Jeg har ikke vært der før, men gleder meg ikke noe spesielt.

Det var trist det som skjedde i New York, det var utrolig. Men nå har USA våknet og har vilje til å gjøre noe med terrorismen. (Men i Europa er politikerne altfor svake og ‘humane’. I selvforsvar blir man dømt hvis man slår først, idiotisk.) USA hadde allerede sent ut arrest ordre på Bin Laden, men gjorde ikke mer. Det er ille at det alltid må skje en ulykke før det tas akjson på veier og terrorister. Det er litt rart at instruktørene til flygerne som bare ville lære horisontal flyging. Siden de var muslimer kunne det bare bety at de var kamikaze piloter og skulle kapre fly. Men som alltid er det lett å være etterpåklok. Jeg håper dette vil føre til en tryggere verden, og at terrorister aldri får atomvåpen. Det beste ville være å knuse dem fullstendig, hvis alle gode krefter samarbeider. Muslimer ønsker å leve i en tidsalder 1000 år bak oss å være like brutale som vikingene, og bare noen få kan lese. Bombing av Kosovo i 1999 var en suksess og Milosovitsj ble sendt til Haag.

Norge har ingen beskyttelse av oljeplatformene og etter Sovjet’s kollaps har militæret nesten forsvunnet. Verden rikeste land har ikke råd til noenting. Politikerne er ekstremt dumme, gjør ingenting for landet, bare sikrer sitt eget gjenvalg.

Jeg hadde håpet det skulle blitt litt forandring med den nye regjeringen, men Krf skuffer veldig. De setter ny rekord i avgifter hver gang de får makt, det er utrolig. Så jeg er enig med Hagen, når det ikke blir annerledes med en borgerlig regjering, kan vi likegodt ha ‘stabilitet’ med Ap. Nordmenn er verdens mest kommunistiske etter Nord-Korea. Tidligere kunne man bare sammenligne norske regler med albanske. Som det eneste land i verden, utenom Nord-Korea, skal vi nå miste bonus-poeng på flyreiser. Det er helt utrolig. Akkurat det er ikke noen stor sak, men det viser mentaliteten.

Vi kan snart med rette si som russerne, hva galt har vi gjort, som er så uheldig med politikerne. Staten og politikerne er vanlige folks største fiender. Først når de har fått deg dit at du er avhengig av dem får du hjelp, hvis du ikke er gammel. Det er nå nær 50 % av den norske befolkning som får størsteparten av sin inntekt i form av trygd fra Staten. Svært mange tjener grovt på å fortsette å motta trygd, i stedet for å jobbe. Men de har sikret sin egen pensjon, som er 5 ganger mer enn andre folk. I tillegg er 9 av 10 funksjonærer i staten uproduktive.

Og Norge er et paradis å begå straffbare handlinger i. Er man heldig kan man få fengsel på 5 stjerners hotell i Bergen. I England kan man få 7 år for lommetyveri, i Norge 2 år for drap.

Norske politikeres kunst er å presse så mye ut av friske folk at det bare er så vidt de ikke flytter til et annet land. Slik er det også med EU-saken. Fordelene er så dårlige at det bare er så vidt halvparten av folket i landene som vil godta dem. Og straks man med 51% overvekt har valgt å gå inn har politkerne blokkert muligheten for å gå ut, fordi de ønsker å gå på store møter og middager. Det er som kommunismens glansdager i Russland. En fersk måling sier at alle som er med i EU vil ut, mens alle som er utenfor vil inn (Det Beste Juli 2001). I Sverige forsvinner bøndene enda fortere enn i Norge, og dyrene lider enda mer for å holde prisene lave. I Norge er politikerne, og særlig Ap, overivrige etter å komme inn, mens folk foreløpig holder igjen. Men det varer ikke lenge, snart blir reglene endret slik at folk ikke kan holde igjen. Siden medlems-kontingenten er så høy for rike land er det en fin måte å bli kvitt oljepengene på uten at det kommer Norge til gode. Vi vil derfor alltid være fattige. I Alaska deles olje-pengene ut til folk. Men fattigmanns ånden ligger dypt i den norske sjelen, politikerne skjærer ned på alt. Veistandaden er på u-landsnivå. Sverige satses det enormt på veibygging, mens det er lite aktivitet i Norge. I Portugal og Sør-Korea så jeg det var enormt med veibygging, og varemagasinene hadde mye større utvalg. I Norge gjelder Rimi-tanken om at det bare skal være noen få varianter, slik at butikken tjener mer med liten bemanning. Undersøkelser i Norge har vist at ‘billig-butikkene’ slett ikke er billigst. Det er bare noe de smarte eierne har klart å innbille folk det. 

Singapore satser 4 ganger så mye på skole og kunnskap som Norge, alle må gå på skole 1 dag i uken hele livet. I Norge får de fleste med stor studiegjeld for liten lønn til å betale den. Ikke noe land i verden, utenom Nord-Korea, lønnes folk med høyere utdannelse (og studielån) dårligere en Norge, i forhold til andre andre folk uten slik utdannelse.

Likevel sier en undersøkelse Stoltenberg refererte til for ikke lenge siden at Norge er det beste land i verden å bo i. Det virker utrolig.

